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Jonestown United Evangelical Church

HISTORY OF
ROCKLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rockland United Methodist Church began as a congregation of the United Evangelical
Church. Rev. C. E. Redecker, the pastor of the Hebbuille church, decided that the are could support
a small class. This class of eight members held its first meeting on November 9, 1900 in the home
of Wesley Tucker. The community was called Jonestown in those days. Just a month later the first
preaching service was held in the local schoolhouse, and a week later the Sunday School was
organized with 45 members. Throughout much of the church’s early history, the Sunday School
often was larger than the congregation meeting for Sunday worship services.

At the same time the church was getting on its feet, there was discussion about building a
church building while securing the appointment of a pastor. [n late 1900, the congregation pur-
chased the lot containing an abandoned log church that had belonged to the Methodists, located on
Frederick Road (now Old Rogers Avenue). The cornerstone was laid on January 6, 1901 and the
church was dedicated by the bishop on June 2, 1901, The building cost $1,300. Preaching senvices
were held on Sunday afternoons, presided over by Rev. Redecker. Called Jonestown United Evan-
gelical Church, it was finked as a two-point charge with Rev. Redecker's other church in Hebbille.

A procession of pastors served the church over the next few decades, some of whom stayed
for just a single year. The Sunday School averaged 103 scholars, while Sunday afternoon worship
attracted some 36 members.

The church in Jonestown grew and improved over the vears, adding such conveniences as
electric lights in 1912 and steam heat in 1914. The pastor's salary at that time was 3800 per year,
with Jonestown's share being $200.

The church’s name became "Rockland” in 1920, and shortly thereafter was changed to "Trinity
Church of Rockland.” As the area grew, the Annual Conference saw the need to make some addi-
tiona! changes and Trinity was separated from its historic link with Hebbwille and joined with Alber-
ton Church, The Alberton Church is still standing. The town of Alberton was renamed Daniels
around 1943, and the Daniels church changed its name accordingly; it now is known as Gary
Memarial United Methodist Church and is one of the few remnanis of Daniels after Hurricane
Agnes struck in 1971. The membership of Rockland Trinity was 68 at the time of this change.

Numerous improvements were made o the church ouver the vears, including ofl heat, a park-
ing lot, carpet, exterior painting, an organ, an enlarged litchen, repairs to the foundation, new
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The picture to the left was found in the church office, labeled "Old
Church". This was the original Jonestown United Evangelical Church

The Church body later built a new church at 8971 Chapel Avenue in
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043. It was dedicated on March 19, 1961. At
that time it was called, Rockland Evangelical United Brethren Church.
Now the Church is called Rockland United Methodist Church.
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